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32.03  USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS 

Drafting Note: This public review draft is being distributed to allow for community review and comment 

on the updated Cedar Rapids Zoning Code.  Some sections and provisions of the draft are still 

incomplete and are subject to revision.  This draft may also contain inadvertent typos and incorrect 

cross-references, all of which will be addressed in the next round of drafting. 

 

32.03.01. ALLOCATION OF USES 

A. Explanation of Table Abbreviations 

The abbreviations used in Table 32.03-1, Permitted Uses, and Table 32.03-2, Permitted Uses in 

Special Districts, have the following meanings.  

1. Permitted By-Right Uses 

/P/ in a cell indicates that the use is permitted by right in that zone district. Permitted uses are 

subject to all other applicable regulations of this Code, including the use-specific standards set 

forth in this section and the requirements of Sections 32.04, Development Standards.  

2. Permitted Subject to Limitations1 

/L/ in a cell indicates the use is allowed only if it complies with applicable standards of this Code, 

including use-specific standards in this section and the requirements of Sections 32.04, 

Development Standards.  Compliance with applicable use-specific standards shall be determined 

through Section 32.05.07, Site Development Plan review. 

3. Permitted with City Council Review2 

/R/ in a cell indicates the use specifically requires City Council review and approval.  /R/ in a cell 

identifies a use-specific approval that is separate from other approvals that may eventually be 

reviewed by the City Council. 

4. Conditional Uses 

/C/ in a cell indicates that the use is allowed in that zone district only if reviewed and approved as 

a conditional use in accordance with the procedures of Sec. 32.05.09. Conditional uses are 

subject to all other applicable regulations of this Code, including the use-specific standards set 

forth in this section and the requirements of Section 32.04, Development Standards, unless 

otherwise stated in this Code or in the conditional use approval.  

5. Prohibited Uses 

A blank cell indicates that the use is prohibited in that zone district. 

                                                           
1 Drafting note: this proposed classification has not been included in the draft use tables.  We would like feedback 
about whether an L designation helps an applicant identify that use-specific standards are applicable or whether 
that information is already sufficiently identified in the use tables? 
2 Drafting note: this proposed classification has not been included in the draft use tables while staff reviews the 
limited number of uses that are subject to this type of approval. 
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B. Use-Specific Standards 

There may be additional standards that are applicable to the use regardless of the type of approval. 

The existence of these use-specific standards is noted through a cross-reference in the right-hand 

column of Tables 32.03-1 and -2. These standards apply in all zone districts unless otherwise 

specified. 

C. Table Organization 

In Tables 32.03-1 and -2, land uses and activities are classified into general "use categories" and 

specific "use types" based on common functional, product, or physical characteristics, such as the type 

and amount of activity, the type of customers or residents, how goods or services are sold or delivered, 

and site conditions. This classification provides a systematic basis for assigning present and future 

land uses into appropriate zoning districts. This classification does not list every use or activity that 

may appropriately exist within the categories, and specific uses may be listed in one category when 

they may reasonably have been listed in one or more other categories. The use categories are intended 

merely as an indexing tool and are not regulatory. 

D. Use for Other Purposes Prohibited 

Approval of a use listed in Tables 32.03-1 and -2, and compliance with the applicable use-specific 

standards for that use, authorizes that use only. Development or use of a property for any other use 

not specifically allowed in Tables 32.03-1 or -2 is prohibited. 

E. Classification of New and Unlisted Uses 

1. Interpretation of Uses 

a. New or unlisted uses may be interpreted into the use table through the process outlined in 

this section.  Development or use of a property for any other use not specifically allowed in 

Tables 32.03-1 or -2 or added through this interpretation process is prohibited. 

b. If a use is identified in a specific use category listed in Table 32.03-1 or -2, it may not be 

interpreted into a different use category even though it may broadly fit within the non-

identified use category definition. 

2. Interpretation Process 

a. Cedar Rapids recognizes that new types of land uses will develop and applicants may seek 

to locate land uses not anticipated in this Code.  When a use category or use type is proposed 

that is not specifically listed in Table 32.03-1 or -2, the Development Services Manager shall 

make a determination as to the appropriate classification of any new or unlisted form of land 

use based on the criteria listed below. 

b. If the Development Services Manager is unable to determine the appropriate use category 

for a proposed use based on the criteria listed below or where the potential impacts of the 

proposed use on the surrounding area or community are significant, the Development 

Services Manager is authorized to submit the request to the City Planning Commission for 

review and determination.  The Development Services Manager shall hold permits and 

certificates for occupancy of the proposed use pending CPC determination. 

3. Interpretation Criteria 
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a. The Development Services Manager is authorized to classify uses on the basis of the use 

category, subcategory and specific use type descriptions of this section.  

b. When a use cannot be reasonably classified into a use category, subcategory, or specific use 

type, or appears to fit into multiple categories, subcategories, or specific use types, the 

Development Services Manager is authorized to determine the most similar, and thus most 

appropriate use category, subcategory or specific use type based on the actual or projected 

characteristics of the principal use or activity in relationship to the use category, subcategory 

and specific use type descriptions provided in this section. In making such determinations, 

the Development Services Manager shall consider:  

(i) The types of activities that will occur in conjunction with the use;  

(ii) The types of equipment and processes to be used;  

(iii) The existence, number and frequency of residents, customers or employees;  

(iv) Parking demands associated with the use;  

(v) Any special public utility requirements for serving the proposed use type, including but 

not limited to electricity, water supply, wastewater output, pre-treatment of wastes and 

emissions required or recommended, and any significant power structures or 

infrastructure and communications towers or facilities;  

(vi) The impact on adjacent structures, uses, or lands created by the proposed use type, 

which should not be greater than that of other use types in the zone district; and 

(vii) Other factors deemed relevant to a use determination.  

c. If a use can reasonably be classified in multiple categories, subcategories, or specific use 

types, the Development Services Manager shall categorize the use in the category, 

subcategory, or specific use type that provides the most exact, narrowest and appropriate fit. 

32.03.02. USE CATEGORIES AND TABLES OF PERMITTED USES 

A. Use Categories 

1. Residential Uses 

a. Use Category Description 

This is a category of uses offering habitation on a continuous basis of at least 30 days. The 

continuous basis is established by tenancy with a minimum term of one month or property 

ownership. This use category also includes group residential facilities. 

b. Use Types 

(i) Household Living  

This use type is characterized by residential occupancy of a dwelling unit by one or more 

persons.  Uses where tenancy may be arranged for a shorter period are not considered 

residential; they are considered to be a form of transient lodging. 

(ii) Group Living 
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This use type is characterized by residential occupancy of a structure by a group of people 

who do not meet the definition of "Household Living".  Generally, group living structures 

have a common eating area for residents.  The residents may receive care, training, or 

treatment, and caregivers may also reside at the site. 

2. Civic and Institutional Uses 

a. Use Category Description 

This is a use category for public, quasi-public, and private uses that provide unique services 

that are of benefit to the public at-large. 

b. Use Types 

(i) Communication and Information Service Uses 

This use type includes structures, locations, and equipment for the transmission of voice, 

data, image, or video programming. 

(ii) Education  

This use type includes institutions of learning that provide educational instruction to 

students.  Accessory uses include play areas, cafeterias, recreational and sport facilities, 

auditoriums, and before- or after-school day care. 

(iii) Health Care  

This use type is characterized by activities focusing on medical services, particularly 

licensed public or private institutions that provide primary health services and medical or 

surgical care to persons suffering from illness, disease, injury, or other physical or mental 

conditions.  Accessory uses may include laboratories, outpatient, or training facilities, and 

parking, or other amenities primarily for the use of employees in the firm or building. 

(iv) Institutional, Cultural, and Assembly  

Civic and cultural assembly uses are permanent places where persons regularly assemble 

for religious worship or secular activities, and which are maintained and controlled by a 

body organized to sustain the religious or public assembly. Institutional and cultural 

assembly uses include civic and social organizations such as private lodges, clubs, 

fraternities, and similar private membership organizations as well as places of community 

assembly such as libraries and museums.   

(v) Parks and Open Space  

This use type includes uses that focus on natural areas, large areas consisting mostly of 

vegetative landscaping or outdoor recreation, community gardens, or public squares.  

These lands tend to have few structures.  Accessory uses may include clubhouses, 

playgrounds, maintenance facilities, concessions, caretaker's quarters, and parking.   

(vi) Public Safety  

This is a use type for locations and structures that provide a place for the regular 

transaction of governmental business.  

(vii) Transportation 
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This is a use type for uses that provide public and private modes of transportation. 

(viii) Utilities  

This use type includes structures and locations for public or private lines and facilities 

related to the provision, distribution, collection, transmission, or disposal of water, storm 

and sanitary sewage, oil, gas, power, information, telecommunication and telephone cable, 

and facilities for the generation of electricity.  Utility uses may or may not have regular 

employees at the site and the services may be public or privately provided. 

3. Commercial Uses 

a. Use Category Description 

This is a use category for any retail, consumer service, or office use. 

b. Use Types 

(i) Animal and Pet Sales or Services  

This is a use type that includes the sale, boarding, and care of animals on a commercial 

basis.   

(ii) Assembly, Entertainment and Trade 

Entertainment and trade assembly uses are permanent places where persons regularly 

assemble for commercial and business purposes, such as conventions, meetings, and 

public or private entertainment.  Excluded are restaurants and night clubs that provide live 

entertainment in addition to the sale of food and beverages, which this Code categorizes 

as “eating and drinking establishments.” 

(iii) Child/Adult Care 

A use category that includes a building or structure wherein an agency, person, or persons 

regularly provides care for a child or adult away from their own home for any part of the 

24-hour day for compensation or otherwise. 

(iv) Commercial Services  

This use type includes uses that provide for consumer, business, or personal services and 

for the repair and maintenance of a wide variety of products.   

(v) Financial Institutions 

Facilities that have as their primary purpose the custody, loan, exchange or issue of money, 

the extension of credit and the transmission of funds, including drive-in facilities and 

automatic teller machines. 

(vi) Office  

This type includes uses where people are engaged primarily in on-site administrative, 

business, or professional activities. These uses are characterized by activities in an office 

setting that focus on the provision of off-site sale of goods or on-site information-based 

services, usually by professionals. Typical examples include real estate, insurance, 

property management, investment, employment, travel, advertising, law, architecture, 
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design, engineering, accounting, call centers, and similar offices.  Accessory uses may 

include cafeterias, health facilities, parking or other amenities primarily for the use of 

employees in the firm or building. 

(vii) Retail Sales  

This is a use type for businesses involved in the sale, lease, or rental of new or used 

products to the general public.  Such uses may include, but are not limited to: convenience 

food store, drug store, hardware store, general merchandise store, garden supplies, 

furniture, home furnishings and equipment. Accessory uses may include offices, parking, 

storage of goods, and assembly, repackaging or repair of goods for in-site sales.   

(viii) Eating and/or Drinking Establishment  

This is a use category for businesses that prepare or serve food or beverages for 

consumption on or off the premises.  Accessory uses may include food preparation areas, 

offices, and parking. 

(ix) Entertainment and Recreation Uses 

This use type includes a broad array of commercial establishments that operate indoor or 

outdoor facilities or provide services to meet varied artistic, cultural, entertainment, and 

recreational interests of their patrons. Uses within this category comprise: (1) 

establishments involved in producing, promoting, or participating in live performances, 

events, or exhibits intended for public viewing; (2) establishments that create, preserve 

and exhibit objects and sites of artistic, historical, cultural, sports or educational interest; 

and (3) establishments that operate facilities or provide services that enable patrons to 

participate in recreational activities or pursue amusement, hobby, or leisure time interests. 

Excluded are restaurants and night clubs that provide live entertainment in addition to the 

sale of food and beverages, which this Code categorizes as “eating and drinking 

establishments.” 

(x) Visitor Accommodations  

Uses in this use type provide customers with temporary housing for an agreed upon term 

of less than 28 consecutive days; any use where temporary housing is offered to the public 

for compensation, and is open to transient rather than permanent guests.  

(xi) Vehicle/Equipment Sales and Services  

This use type includes a broad range of uses for the maintenance, sale, or rental of motor 

vehicles and related equipment.  Accessory uses may include incidental repair and storage 

and offices.   

4. Industrial, Wholesale, and Storage  

a. Use Category Description  

This is a use category including uses that produce goods from extracted and raw materials or 

from recyclable or previously prepared materials, including the design, storage and handling 

of these products and the materials from which they are produced. 
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b. Use Types 

(i) Energy Production and Natural Resource Extraction 

This use category includes energy produced from resources that are regenerative, and the 

extraction or quarrying of oil, gas, coal, ores, stone, minerals, top soil or aggregate 

resources from the ground. 

(ii) Industrial Services  

This use type is characterized by companies that are engaged in the repair or servicing of 

heavy machinery, equipment, products, or by-products, or the provision of heavy services 

including construction or contracting.  Accessory activities and uses may include sales, 

offices, parking, and storage. 

(iii) Manufacturing, Processing, and Assembly 

(A) Artisan and Limited 

This use type includes establishments involved in the manufacturing, processing, 

fabrication, packaging, or assembly of goods.  Natural, constructed, raw, secondary, or 

partially completed materials may be used.  Products may be finished or semi-finished, 

and are generally made for the wholesale market, for transfer to other plants, or to 

order for firms or consumers.  Goods are generally not displayed or sold on site, but if 

so, such activity is a subordinate part of sales.  Relatively few customers come to the 

manufacturing site.  Accessory activities may include retail sales, offices, cafeterias, 

parking, employee recreational facilities, warehouses, storage yards, repair facilities, 

truck fleets, and caretaker's quarters.   

(B) Heavy Manufacturing, Processing, and Assembly 

This use type includes manufacturing establishments whose operations include 

storage of materials; processing, fabrication, or assembly of products; and loading and 

unloading of new materials and finished products.  Noise, odor, dust, vibration, or 

visual impacts as well as potential off-site impacts in the event of an accident could 

impact adjacent properties. 

(C) Intensive Manufacturing, Processing, and Assembly 

This use type includes heavy industrial uses that produce noise, odors, noxious or toxic 

by-products.  Toxic, hazardous, or explosive materials may be produced or used in large 

quantities as an integral part of the manufacturing process creating increased hazards 

of fire or explosion.  Industrial processes are not required to take place within enclosed 

buildings.  Work areas and the storage of finished products may be permitted within 

an enclosed yard. These uses are generally incompatible with lower intensity land uses. 

(iv) Truck Sales and Service  

Uses oriented to the sales and service of trucks, including the sale of fuel to truck drivers, 

and provision for support facilities for truck drivers3 

                                                           
3 Drafting note: this category might be moved to commercial/vehicles 
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(v) Warehousing and Wholesale Sales and Distribution 

This use type includes facilities used for the sale, lease, or rent of products primarily 

intended for industrial, institutional, or commercial businesses.  The uses emphasize on-

site sales or order taking, and often include display areas.  Businesses may or may not be 

open to the general public, but sales to the general public are limited as a result of the way 

in which the firm operates.  Products may be picked up on site or delivered to the customer. 

(vi) Waste and Salvage 

This is a use type for uses that collect, store, process, or sell waste or salvage materials, 

or collect and process recyclable material, for the purpose of marketing or reusing the 

material in the manufacturing of new, reused, or reconstituted products. 

5. Agricultural Uses 

a. Use Category Description 

This is a category of uses characterized by active and on-going agricultural uses, activities, and 

related uses.  An agricultural use, in general, means the use of and for the growing and 

production of field crops, livestock, aquatic, and animal products for the production of income.  

Other agricultural uses might include fruit and vegetable standards, livestock sales, wholesale 

nurseries, and stables.  Lands in agricultural uses and districts may also be held for 

preservation and conservation purposes.   

B. Use Tables 

Tables 32.03-1 and 32.0302 identify uses permitted by zone district along with identifying use-specific 

standards that might be applicable. 

Table 32.03-1 starts on the next page and Table 32.03-2 follows. 
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Table 32.03-1 

Permitted Uses 
Residential Districts Mixed-Use Districts Urban Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 
 

A-

AG 

A-

RR 

S-

RLL 

S-

RL1 

S-

RM

1 

S-

RL2 

S-

RLF 

S-

RM

F 

T-

R1 

T-

RF 

T-

RH 

T-

ML 

T-

MC 

S-

MC 

S-

MR 

T-

IM 

U-

DC 

U-

DG 

U-

NG 

U-

VG 

U-

NR 

U-

VR 

U-

NT 

U-

VT 

U-

MF I-LI I-GI 

I-

SW 

Use Specific Stand. 

Residential Uses                      

Household Living                      

Dwelling, single unit, 

detached 
P P P P P P P P      

P, subject to 32.04.05, 

Site and Structure; not 

permitted on ground 

floor w/in 25’ of RBL in 

Shopfront Overlay 

   32.03.03.T 

Dwelling, single unit, 

attached 
   P P P P P P P        

Dwelling, two unit    P P  P P P P        

Dwelling, multiple unit     P  P P P P P P C     

Dwelling(s) in Mixed-

Use Structure 
        P P P P P     

Live/Work unit          P P P C P C P      

Mobile home                     32.03.03.L. 

Group Living                      

Assisted Living Facility     P  P P  P P P  P P C      

Boarding or rooming 

house 
       P  P P P  P C C      

Emergency residential 

shelter 
  C C C C C P  C C C  C C C     32.03.03.F 

Family home P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P      32.03.03.G 

Fraternity or sorority 

house 
       C P C C   C C       

Rehabilitation house     C   C  C C C C C C C      

Group home P C C C P C C P  P P P C C C C     32.03.03.J. 

Civic and Institutional 

Uses 
                     

Airport                      

Cemetery C C C C C                 

Correctional facility                  C C   
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Table 32.03-1 

Permitted Uses 
Residential Districts Mixed-Use Districts Urban Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 
 

A-

AG 

A-

RR 

S-

RLL 

S-

RL1 

S-

RM

1 

S-

RL2 

S-

RLF 

S-

RM

F 

T-

R1 

T-

RF 

T-

RH 

T-

ML 

T-

MC 

S-

MC 

S-

MR 

T-

IM 

U-

DC 

U-

DG 

U-

NG 

U-

VG 

U-

NR 

U-

VR 

U-

NT 

U-

VT 

U-

MF I-LI I-GI 

I-

SW 

Use Specific Stand. 

Communications and 

Information Service 

Uses 

                     

Antenna P/C P/C P P P P P P  P P P P P P P P P P  FN4 

Communication tower P/C P/C C C C C C C  P/C P/C P/C P P/C P/C P P/C P P  FN1 

Educational                      

College or university       C P C C P P  P        

School K-12  P P P P P P P  P P P  P P       

Vocational or trade 

school 
         P P P P   P  P P  32.03.03.AA. 

Health Care                      

Hospital           P P P    P P P   

Treatment facility        C   P P  P  P P     

Institutional, Cultural 

and Assembly 
                     

Assembly, Civic and 

Religious 
                     

Large        C  P P P  P C P      

Small P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P   

Library, museum, or 

cultural institution 
        P P P P  P  P      

Parks and Open 

Space 
                     

Park and playground P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P P P P P   

Public Safety                      

Public Safety Facility P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P P P P P P  

Essential public and 

utility services, not 

listed separately 

 P P P P P P P  P P P P P P P P P P   

                                                           
4 Drafting Note: These uses may be moved to a different section of the municipal code. 
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Table 32.03-1 

Permitted Uses 
Residential Districts Mixed-Use Districts Urban Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 
 

A-

AG 

A-

RR 

S-

RLL 

S-

RL1 

S-

RM

1 

S-

RL2 

S-

RLF 

S-

RM

F 

T-

R1 

T-

RF 

T-

RH 

T-

ML 

T-

MC 

S-

MC 

S-

MR 

T-

IM 

U-

DC 

U-

DG 

U-

NG 

U-

VG 

U-

NR 

U-

VR 

U-

NT 

U-

VT 

U-

MF I-LI I-GI 

I-

SW 

Use Specific Stand. 

Transportation and 

Parking 
                     

Parking Lot (sole 

primary use) 
  C C C C C C C C C P P C C C C P P P  

Parking Structure 

(sole primary use) 
       C  C P P P P P P P P P P  

Utilities and Public 

Services 
                     

Utility, major C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C  

Utility, minor P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  

Commercial Uses                      

Animal and Pet Sales 

or Services 
                     

Boarding         C P P P P P  P  P    

w/Outdoor Runs         C C   C C  C  P    

Grooming P C        P P P P P  P  P P   

Shelter C            C     C C   

Stable P C                    

Veterinary Hospital P C        C P P P P  P  P P  32.03.03.X 

Assembly, 

Entertainment and 

Trade 

                     

Large           C P P P  P P C    

Small          C P P P P  P P P    

Child/Adult Care                      

Day care center C C C C C C C C P P P P  P P P      

Day care home                      

Group C C C C C C C C P P P P  P P P     32.03.03.I 

Family P P P P P P P P P P P P  P P P      

Commercial Services                      
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Table 32.03-1 

Permitted Uses 
Residential Districts Mixed-Use Districts Urban Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 
 

A-

AG 

A-

RR 

S-

RLL 

S-

RL1 

S-

RM

1 

S-

RL2 

S-

RLF 

S-

RM

F 

T-

R1 

T-

RF 

T-

RH 

T-

ML 

T-

MC 

S-

MC 

S-

MR 

T-

IM 

U-

DC 

U-

DG 

U-

NG 

U-

VG 

U-

NR 

U-

VR 

U-

NT 

U-

VT 

U-

MF I-LI I-GI 

I-

SW 

Use Specific Stand. 

Consumer 

maintenance and 

repair 

        P P P P P P  P P     

Personal service         P P P P P P  P P     

Studio or instruction 

service 
        P P P P P P  P P P    

Funeral home         C P P P P C  P  P P   

Rental services           P P P     P P   

Financial Institutions                      

Financial institution          P P P P P  P      

Alternative financial 

services 
          C   P  P      

Delayed deposit 

service 
          C P         32.03.03.E 

Office                      

Business or 

professional 
        P P P P P P  P P C    

Medical         P P P P P P  P P     

Radio, Television, 

Recording, 

Telecommunication 

Studio, Audio or 

Visual Material 

Production or Sale   

         P P P P     P   32.03.03.N 

Retail Sales                      

General Retail         P P P P P P  P P     

Fireworks                  P P   
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Table 32.03-1 

Permitted Uses 
Residential Districts Mixed-Use Districts Urban Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 
 

A-

AG 

A-

RR 

S-

RLL 

S-

RL1 

S-

RM

1 

S-

RL2 

S-

RLF 

S-

RM

F 

T-

R1 

T-

RF 

T-

RH 

T-

ML 

T-

MC 

S-

MC 

S-

MR 

T-

IM 

U-

DC 

U-

DG 

U-

NG 

U-

VG 

U-

NR 

U-

VR 

U-

NT 

U-

VT 

U-

MF I-LI I-GI 

I-

SW 

Use Specific Stand. 

Liquor Store5          C C P  P  P     
CUP required w/in 

300’ of residential 

Tobacco Store6          C C P  C  P     
CUP required w/in 

300’ of residential 

Eating and/or 

Drinking 

Establishment 

                     

Bar7          C P P P P  P  C   
CUP required w/in 

300’ of residential 

Restaurant         P P P P P P  P P     

       w/Alcohol 8          P P P P P  P P    
CUP required w/in 

300’ of residential 

Outdoor Service9          C P P C P  C     

CUP required w/in 

300’ of residential or 

live music/entertain. 

Entertainment and 

Recreation Uses 
                     

Amusement, indoor          P P P C P  P      

Amusement, outdoor            C P   C  P    

Adult entertainment 

establishment 
                 P   32.03.03.A 

Visitor 

Accommodations 
                     

Bed and breakfast 

home 
C C C C C C C P C P P   P P P     32.03.03.C 

                                                           
5 Drafting Note: Alcohol and Tobacco provisions are under review along with an update to Chapter 51 of the Municipal Code. This includes a review of separation requirements 
in Chapter 51, establishing standards for administrative approval of some outdoor service areas, and defining when a Conditional Use is necessary for locations near residential 
neighborhoods. 
6 See above 
7 See above 
8 See above 
9 Drafting note: this may be moved to accessory uses. 
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Table 32.03-1 

Permitted Uses 
Residential Districts Mixed-Use Districts Urban Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 
 

A-

AG 

A-

RR 

S-

RLL 

S-

RL1 

S-

RM

1 

S-

RL2 

S-

RLF 

S-

RM

F 

T-

R1 

T-

RF 

T-

RH 

T-

ML 

T-

MC 

S-

MC 

S-

MR 

T-

IM 

U-

DC 

U-

DG 

U-

NG 

U-

VG 

U-

NR 

U-

VR 

U-

NT 

U-

VT 

U-

MF I-LI I-GI 

I-

SW 

Use Specific Stand. 

Campground or 

recreational vehicle 

park 

C C                    

Hotel or motel          C P P  P  P P     

Vehicle Sales or 

Service 
                     

Fueling station          C P P P C  P  P P   

Vehicle maintenance 

and repair, major 
           C P   C  P P  32.03.03.Y 

Vehicle maintenance 

and repair, minor 
         C P P P C  P  P P   

Vehicle rental           C P P P  P  P P   

Vehicle sales            P P     P P  32.03.03.Z 

Industrial, Wholesale, 

and Storage Uses 
                     

Energy Production 

and Natural Resource 

Extraction 

                     

Energy production, 

renewable 
                     

Solar array C C                P    

Wind energy 

conversion system, 

large 

C C                P   32.03.03.CC 

Mining C                  P   

Quarrying or rock, 

sand, or gravel 

production or 

preparation 

C                  P   

Industrial Services                      

Industrial Services           C C P C  P  P P   

Manufacturing, 

Assembly, or 

Processing 
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Table 32.03-1 

Permitted Uses 
Residential Districts Mixed-Use Districts Urban Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 
 

A-

AG 

A-

RR 

S-

RLL 

S-

RL1 

S-

RM

1 

S-

RL2 

S-

RLF 

S-

RM

F 

T-

R1 

T-

RF 

T-

RH 

T-

ML 

T-

MC 

S-

MC 

S-

MR 

T-

IM 

U-

DC 

U-

DG 

U-

NG 

U-

VG 

U-

NR 

U-

VR 

U-

NT 

U-

VT 

U-

MF I-LI I-GI 

I-

SW 

Use Specific Stand. 

Artisan/craft P         P P P P P  P  P P   

Limited          C C P P C  P  P P   

General             C   C  P P   

Intensive                   C   

Truck Sales and 

Service 
                     

Truck and heavy 

equipment 

maintenance and 

repair 

            C   C  C P  32.03.03.V 

Truck stop/wash            C C     P P   

Warehouse and 

Storage Services 
                     

Outdoor storage             C   C  P P  32.03.03.M 

Self-service storage 

facility 
        P P P P P P  P  P P  32.03.03.S 

Warehouse including 

wholesale and 

distribution facility 

           C P   P  P P  32.03.03.BB 

Truck and equipment 

storage 
            C     P P  32.04.0 3 0.A. 

Waste and Salvage                      

Hazardous waste 

facility 
                   C  

Recycling collection 

facility 
          P P P     P P P  

Refuse hauling facility                  C P P 32.03.03.O 

Salvage yard                   C P 32.03.03.R 

Solid waste facility                    P 32.03.03.U 

Agriculture                      

Agriculture P C                    
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Table 32.03-1 

Permitted Uses 
Residential Districts Mixed-Use Districts Urban Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 
 

A-

AG 

A-

RR 

S-

RLL 

S-

RL1 

S-

RM

1 

S-

RL2 

S-

RLF 

S-

RM

F 

T-

R1 

T-

RF 

T-

RH 

T-

ML 

T-

MC 

S-

MC 

S-

MR 

T-

IM 

U-

DC 

U-

DG 

U-

NG 

U-

VG 

U-

NR 

U-

VR 

U-

NT 

U-

VT 

U-

MF I-LI I-GI 

I-

SW 

Use Specific Stand. 

Urban Agriculture P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P P P P P  32.03.03.W 

Aquaculture P            C    C P P  32.03.03.A 

Greenhouse, nursery, 

orchard or truck farm 
P P         P P P P  P  P P  32.03.03.H 

Raising of Urban 

Chickens 
 P P P P P P P       P       

 

 

Table 32.03-2 Permitted Uses in Special Districts       

 P-IN P-PO P-AP s-MH X-FM Use Specific Stand. 

Residential Uses       

Household Living       

Mobile home    P  32.03.03.L 

Group Living       

Emergency residential shelter P     32.03.03.F 

Civic and Institutional Uses       

Airport   P    

Cemetery C P     

Correctional facility P     32.04.0 3 0.A. 

Communications and Information Service Uses       

Antenna P/C   P  FN10 

Communication tower P/C     FN2 

Educational       

                                                           
10 Drafting Note: These uses may be moved to a different section of the municipal code. 
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Table 32.03-2 Permitted Uses in Special Districts       

 P-IN P-PO P-AP s-MH X-FM Use Specific Stand. 

School K-12 P      

Parks and Open Space       

Park and playground P P  P P  

Public Safety       

Public Safety Facility P P P P   

Essential public and utility services, not listed separately P  P P   

Transportation and Parking       

Parking Lot (sole primary use) P  P    

Parking Structure (sole primary use) P  P    

Utilities and Public Services       

Utility, major C C C C   

Utility, minor P P P P   

Commercial Uses       

Animal and Pet Sales or Services       

Shelter P      

Assembly, Entertainment and Trade       

Large P      

Child/Adult Care       

Day care center P      

Group    C  32.03.03.I 

Entertainment and Recreation Uses       

Amusement, outdoor P P     

Industrial, Wholesale, and Storage Uses       

Energy Production and Natural Resource Extraction       

Solar array C      

Warehouse and Storage Services       

Outdoor storage   P   32.03.03.M 

Waste and Salvage       

Recycling collection facility P      
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Table 32.03-2 Permitted Uses in Special Districts       

 P-IN P-PO P-AP s-MH X-FM Use Specific Stand. 

Refuse hauling facility P     32.03.03.O 

Agriculture       

Agriculture   P    

Urban Agriculture P  P P  32.03.03.W 

 

 

 



32.03 Use-Specific Standards  DRAFT: Subject to Additional Editing 

21 | Cedar Rapids Zoning Code Update  July 2018 
 

 

32.03.03. PRIMARY USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS 

A. Adult Entertainment Establishment 

1. Intent  

Adult entertainment establishments, because of their special characteristics, are recognized 

as having potential deleterious impacts on surrounding establishments and areas, 

contributing to creation of blight and to the decline of neighborhoods. Several studies have 

documented these negative impacts, and the fact that negative impacts appear to increase 

significantly if several adult entertainment establishments concentrate in any one area. At the 

same time, regulations must protect lawful rights of expression and use of property and not 

unduly restrain general public access. It is the intent of these regulations to prevent the 

concentrations of adult entertainment establishments in all areas, to more severely limit their 

locations in areas where minors would be expected to live or congregate, and to otherwise 

regulate their locations in order to protect and preserve the welfare of the community. It is the 

intent also to provide for sufficient locations for such establishments to protect basic legal 

rights of expression and public access.  

2. Location  

Adult entertainment establishments are permitted and conditional uses in those districts listed 

in Table 32.03-1.  

3. Separation Requirements  

a. Only one adult entertainment use may be located on a lot containing an adult entertainment 

establishment.  

b. No adult entertainment establishment shall be located within 450 feet of any other such 

establishment.  

c. No adult entertainment establishment shall be located within 450 feet of any school, day 

care, public park, religious facility, or residential zoning district, as defined in this Code.  

d. To determine minimum separation distances, measurements shall be taken on a direct line 

from the closest customer entrance of such establishment to the nearest property line of any 

other establishment identified in this section.  

4. Termination of Nonconforming Establishments  

Regardless of the provisions of Section 32.06, Nonconformities, no nonconforming establishment 

shall increase, enlarge, expand, extend, or alter such land area, building, or structure involved in 

the establishment except by changing the use to another use that is permitted in that zoning 

district by the terms of this Code.  

B. Aquaculture 

In the I-LI and I-GI districts, aquaculture shall be conducted only within an enclosed structure.  
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C. Bed and Breakfast Home 

1. Bed and breakfast homes shall be located only on properties that are single family owner-

occupied.  

2. Only short-term lodging is permitted. 

3. Meals prepared or presented for payment are only for the overnight guests and only as part of the 

lodging fee.  

4. No meetings, receptions, parties, or like activities for remuneration are permitted. 

5. No cooking facilities are permitted in guest rooms. 

6. Signs shall comply with Section 32.04.08, Signs, with the exception that a single conforming sign 

may be placed within the required front or side yard setback.  

7. An accessory building may be used for guest rooms.  

8. The location and maximum number of guest rooms within a bed and breakfast home shall be 

limited to rooms designated as bedrooms. 

D. Communication Tower or Antenna 

[this section will be relocated to a separate section of the municipal code] 

E. Delayed Deposit Service Use 

1. The use shall be located at least 1,000 feet from any property containing any existing licensed 

daycare center use, educational facility use, parks and open space use, or religious/private 

assembly use as well as any other delayed deposit service use.  

2. The spacing requirement shall not apply to state-licensed delayed deposit service uses operating 

within the City on June 11, 2013. 

F. Emergency Residential Shelter 

A minimum separation of 1,320 feet shall be provided between an emergency residential shelter and 

any group home, rehabilitation house, boarding, rooming house, or family home, or any other 

emergency residential shelter, crisis counseling center, or family home.  

G. Family Home  

A minimum separation of ¼ mile shall be provided between a family home and any boarding or 

rooming house, group home, rehabilitation house, emergency shelter, and/or any other family 

home.  

H. Greenhouse, Nursery, Orchard, or Truck Farm 

1. Permitted in the A-AG district only: 

2. After the effective date, no greenhouse shall be established within 300 feet of any property 

boundary where the adjacent property contains a residential use or is zoned for residential use. 

I. Group Day Care Home, Group 

1. The applicant shall agree to register annually with Development Services for as long as the use is 

continued. A reasonable administrative fee shall be charged for such registration.  
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2. The resident occupant shall be the principal care provider, registered by the State, and shall be 

present during operating hours, except when there are six or fewer children being cared for then 

the resident occupant need not be present. However, the employee of the resident occupant must 

be present when there are six or fewer children being cared for and the resident occupant is not 

present. Both the resident occupant and the employee must be present when there are more than 

six children being cared for. Only one employee, over the age of 14, shall be permitted. Family 

members are not considered employees.  

3. Any required outside play area shall be effectively screened from adjacent residential uses.  

4. If located on a major street, an off-street drop-off/pickup area must be provided.  

5. Parking shall be provided as required by Sec. 32.05.020, and may be provided in a residential 

driveway.  

6. Any group day care home that has been established and has obtained a State of Iowa Certificate 

of Registration prior to June 17, 1991, and, in addition, meets all of the foregoing criteria, shall 

be considered as being a lawful use under the terms of these regulations and may so continue 

without approval of the Board of Adjustment.  

7. A minimum 300-foot separation shall be provided between group day care homes. 

J. Group Home 

A boarding, rooming house, group home, rehabilitation house, emergency shelter, and/or any other 

family home shall not be located on a contiguous block. In the case, where city blocks are not apparent, 

a measurement of ¼ mile between family homes shall be used. The distance separation shall be 

measured from lot line to lot line.  

K. Manufactured Home 

A manufactured home may be located in an approved mobile home park, subject to the provision of 

Sec. 32.03.01.C.5 of this Code and Chapter 65 of the Cedar Rapids Municipal Code, or may be located 

in any district in which single family dwellings are permitted, subject to the following:  

1. The unit was manufactured after June 15, 1976, bears a label certifying compliance with the 

national Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, and has not been 

subsequently altered in violation of such standards.  

2. The unit and site have met all city required inspection and/or permits required for any dwelling 

unit and lot, other than for the factory manufactured structure itself which is governed by federal 

standards.  

3. The unit has been attached to a permanent foundation and be classified and taxed as real 

property. 

L. Mobile Home 

A mobile home used for residential purpose, if not meeting the standards and qualifications contained 

within the definition of a manufactured home in this Code, shall be located only in an approved mobile 

home park.  
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M. Outdoor Storage11 

All outdoor storage, including outdoor storage as an accessory use, shall comply with the following 

conditions. 

1. Type of Materials: storage shall be limited to goods and materials customarily stored outside and 

resistant to damage and deterioration from exposure to the elements. Outdoor storage shall 

include the parking/storage of vehicles to be serviced at a collision service or towing/wrecker 

service use and all parking/storage of vehicular equipment, such as farm or construction 

machinery or equipment and commercial delivery vehicles.  

2. Location: Outdoor storage shall not be located within any required front or exterior side setback; 

shall not obstruct or eliminate any required parking or loading space, access drive or fire lane; 

nor occupy any street right-of-way. 

3. Height: Storage of stacked materials shall not exceed the height of the screening fence or eight 

feet, whichever is less. Individual items of greater height may be stored, but may not exceed one-

half the height of the principal building. 

4. Surfacing: Storage areas shall be surfaced as follows: 

a. Storage of goods and materials shall be conducted only on a paved surface or an approved 

all-weather surface that is maintained in a dust-free condition. 

b. The storage of vehicles, trailers, and equipment which is normally intended to be mobile, 

whether self-propelled or towed, shall be conducted only on a surface that is provided in 

accordance with the requirements for parking areas. 

5. The placement of storage vaults or shipping containers shall be regarded as outside storage, 

except as may be otherwise permitted herein. 

N. Radio, Television, Recording, Telecommunication Studio, Audio or Visual 

Material Production or Sale  

1. T-MC and S-MC districts 

This use is limited to offices and studios only, and all materials, machinery, and equipment shall 

be stored within completely enclosed buildings.  

2. S-MR, T-IM, I-LI 

a. All materials, machinery, and equipment shall be stored within completely enclosed 

buildings.  

b. All vehicles with a net weight exceeding three tons and all materials, machinery, and 

equipment shall be stored within completely enclosed buildings. In addition, all service truck 

parking areas shall be effectively screened by a solid wall or solid fence not less than six feet 

nor more than eight feet in height.  

O. Refuse Hauling Facility 

1. No open storage or disposal shall be allowed on-site. 

                                                           
11 Current Section 32.04.030 (A)(30) 
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2. Outdoor storage of commercial refuse boxes shall be allowed provided that such boxes: 

a. Have been emptied; 

b. Have been washed out if their prior use was for the disposal of restaurant waste or other 

food produce waste, or if such boxes emit offensive odors;  

c. Are arranged in an orderly manner on the site; and 

d. Are screened from the view of adjoining roadways or residential units. 

P. Rehabilitation House 

A minimum separation of ¼ mile shall be provided between a rehabilitation house and any 

boarding or rooming house, family home, group home, emergency shelter, and/or any other 

rehabilitation house. The distance separation shall be measured from lot line to lot line. 

Q. Rental Establishment, General 

1. In the T-xx, S-xx, and I-LI districts, retail sales shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to the 

permitted principal rental use and no more than 20% of the total floor area of any establishment 

shall be used for any such retail sales purpose.  

2. In the I-GI district, these facilities need not be enclosed, and outdoor display and storage areas 

are permitted.  

3. Amusement and game equipment leasing facilities (including the repair of such leased 

equipment) are permitted in the districts as set forth in Table 32.03-1, however, leasing display 

area shall be no more than 40% of the overall floor area of the facility. Sales of such equipment 

is expressly prohibited. 

R. Salvage Yard12 

1. The minimum front setback shall be at least 100 feet from any street right-of-way. 

2. Salvage yard shall be established within 500 feet of any residentially zoned area or residential 

use. 

S. Self-Service Storage Facilities 

1. General Operating Conditions  

a. All storage of goods and materials shall be within a completely enclosed structure. Outdoor 

storage is expressly prohibited.  

b. No business activity other than rental of storage units shall be conducted on the premises. 

2. General Development Standards  

a. Interior setbacks adjoining mixed-use and non-residential districts shall be a minimum of 25 

feet.  Interior setbacks shall be screened and landscaped.  

b. Self-storage shall be spaced as follows: 

                                                           
12 Drafting: consider additional screening following review of updated draft screening standards 
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(i) From the right-of-way of major arterials: 300 feet 

(ii) From the intersections of any combination of arterials: 500 feet 

(iii) From other self-service storage facilities: 1000 feet 

(iv) From residential uses: 300 feet 

c. Maximum parcel size: 5 acres 

3. Design Standards  

a. Urban Design Areas 

Self-service storage in Urban (U-xx) design areas is permitted only as an interior use on the 

second story or higher. 

b. Traditional Design Areas 

(i) Dimensions 

(A) The maximum site frontage for self-service storage is 100 feet. 

(B) Front and street-side setbacks shall be 40 feet, superseding any applicable zone 

district requirement. 

(C) The maximum size of individual storage areas is 500 square feet. 

(ii) Doors for individual storage units shall be located on the interior of the building. 

(iii) No individual self-storage unit, unit door, loading area, or other service area shall be 

visible from any public right-of-way except through openings serving as gates within 

fencing or where topographic conditions, such as elevated rights-of-way, will permit 

visibility over the perimeter wall. 

c. Suburban Design Areas 

(i) Individual self-service storage structures shall not exceed 250 feet in length on any side.  

(ii) Structures shall use traditional building materials generally found in residential and office 

construction such as wood, masonry, or stucco on all elevations. The roof shall include a 

pitch (dimensions to reflect the size and design of the structure) and covered with 

material generally used for residential or office construction. Building elevation plans 

shall include specific materials and colors. Roll up doors shall be painted to be color 

coordinated with the building elevation.  

(iii) Structures shall include building facade offsets, not less than 24 inches in depth, at a 

maximum of 50-foot intervals. Building facades at corners and at the point of offset shall 

include a vertical element with coordinated materials to provide visual breaks in the 

building facade.  

4. Landscape and Screening Standards 

a. In Traditional (T-xx) and Suburban (S-xx) design areas, the facility shall be completely 

enclosed with a brick or other masonry perimeter wall of at least six feet in height. 
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b. Street front and street side security fencing and gates shall be placed behind the required 

landscape area. The fencing and gates shall be of durable decorative materials. Use of chain-

link fencing, barbed wire, razor wire, or other such materials are prohibited. Information 

about the fencing and gates shall be included in the building plans provided for the 

Conditional Use Permit application.  

c. Screening and landscaping of interior setbacks adjoining residential, office, or public uses 

shall include solid wood or masonry fencing and bufferyard landscaping, including a 

minimum of four overstory trees per 100 feet of linear distance. 

T. Single-Unit Detached Dwelling  

A manufactured home, as defined in this Code, may be located in any district where a single unit 

dwelling is permitted provided the manufactured home complies with the district dimensional 

standards. 

U. Solid Waste Facilities 

1. All solid waste facilities shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local regulations, and 

Sec. 32.03.010.C.3 of this Code.  

2. All recycling processing activities shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building, and 

subject to compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local regulations.  

3. A recycling facility for solid/hazardous waste is only permitted in the I-SW district and only in 

connection with the approval of a SHWFO. 

V. Truck and Heavy Equipment sales and Servicing 

1. Heavy machinery servicing is only permitted if accessory to a sales facility on the same property. 

2. Retail sales shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to the permitted principal rental use, and 

no more than 20% of the total floor area of any establishment shall be used for any such retail 

sales purpose. In the I-GI district, these facilities need not be enclosed, and outdoor display and 

storage areas are permitted. 

W. Urban Agriculture, General 

1. Where Permitted 

a. Urban agriculture activities shall be permitted as a primary or as an accessory use in all zone 

districts  

b. An annual permit shall be required for the following: 

c. When urban agriculture is the primary use on any parcel 

d. When urban agriculture is established as an accessory use and one quarter of an acre or 

more (10,890 sq. ft. or more) of land is disturbed on any parcel.  

e. A permit shall not be required for any urban agriculture or gardening activities as an 

accessory use if less than one quarter of an acre (less than 10,890 sq. ft.) of land is 

disturbed.  

2. Regulations 
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a. Urban agricultural uses shall be limited to the cultivation of plants and produce. Animal 

husbandry, and livestock shall not be considered urban agricultural uses.  

b. Parcels used for urban agricultural uses shall be situated, equipped, operated and 

maintained so as to minimize to the maximum extent possible, using the best available 

methods, any impacts on, or interference with other land uses and activities in the general 

area, or the public health, safety and general welfare. Specific requirements include:  

c. Odor control; 

d. Debris control; 

e. Rodent and pest control; and 

f. Secure, enclosed, rodent-proof storage of all seed, fertilizer, and other chemical products 

used in operations.  

g. Mechanical equipment shall not be operated in a manner that would violate noise limits as 

defined in Chapter 56 of this Code.  

h. Use of mechanical farm equipment shall be limited to walk-behind equipment or small 

garden tractors of a size typical of residential use. Larger machinery intended for industrial 

agricultural operations shall not be used as part of urban agriculture.  

i. Pesticides, insecticides, fertilizers, and other chemical products used in urban agricultural 

operations must be designed for household use. Pesticides, insecticides, fertilizers and other 

chemical products designed for commercial agricultural operations shall not be permitted.  

j. Minimum setbacks of five feet shall be maintained in the front, side and rear yards of any 

parcel used for urban agricultural uses.  

k. No fence, wall, vegetation, or combination of such items exceeding a height of three feet 

above ground level shall be erected within the required front yard in any district unless a 

higher screening is required by Section 32.04.06. No encroachments shall be permitted in 

corner visual clearance areas. 

X. Veterinary Hospital13 

1. T-MC and S-MC districts 

This use may have accessory boarding facilities14 subject to the following conditions:  

a. Accessory animal boarding facilities are allowed if within a permanent, completely enclosed 

structure. All animals on the premises for treatment, boarding, grooming, or other related 

purpose shall be kept within the structure at all times.  

Y. Vehicle Maintenance and Repair  

1. S-MR and I-LI districts only, this use may include body repair, painting, and engine rebuilding.   

                                                           
13 Current Section 32.04.030 (A)(3) 
14 Drafting note: new standards for boarding will be added. 
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2. In the I-LI district, motor vehicles sales shall only be permitted as being accessory to the principal 

use, and outdoor storage and display of motor vehicles shall be limited to an area no greater than 

the gross square footage of the principal structure. 

Z. Vehicle Sales (and Servicing) 

Vehicle servicing is only permitted if accessory to a sales facility on the same property. 

AA. Vocational or Trade School 

Vocational schools utilizing, servicing or repairing vehicular or heavy equipment or machinery or having 

product sales are only permitted in the I-LI and I-GI districts. 

BB. Warehousing, Wholesaling, Distribution, Cartage or Express Facility 

1. In the S-MC and S-MR zone districts, only cartage and express services shall be permitted.  

2. Warehousing, wholesaling, and distribution shall be permitted in the S-MC zone district only if 

approved as a conditional use. 

CC. Wind Energy Conversion Systems 

1. Intent 

The purpose of this section is to provide regulations for the construction and operation of wind 

energy conversion systems over 20 feet tall subject to reasonable restrictions, which will preserve 

the public health and safety.  

2. Location 

Wind energy conversion systems are allowable as a conditional use in all districts.  

3. General Requirements 

a. Setbacks and height 

(i) The setback of a wind energy conversion system shall be no less than 110% of the height 

to the nearest property line.  

(ii) The property line of an adjacent property may be exempt from the setback requirement 

if the owner is participating in the wind energy conversion system project.  

(iii) Guy wires shall not be closer than 15 feet from the property line. 

b. Aesthetics 

(i) The exterior of the wind energy conversion system shall not be reflective. 

(ii) No signs shall be allowed on any part of the wind energy conversion system, other than 

the nacelle. The signage shall be limited to reasonable identification of the business or 

organization that operates the wind conversion system. No advertisement shall be 

allowed. Warning and safety images shall be allowed.  

(iii) No illumination of the turbine or tower shall be allowed unless required by the FAA. 

(iv) All wires between wind energy conversion systems and substations shall be underground. 
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c. Sound produced by the turbine under normal operating conditions, as measured at the 

property line, shall comply with the decibel limits set forth in Chapter 56 of the Municipal 

Code.  

d. Where regulations and requirements of this section conflict with those of the FAA or FCC, the 

federal requirements shall take precedence.  

e. The shadow flicker from a Large wind energy conversion system may not exceed 30 hours 

per year on a residential property.  

f. The City makes no assurance of wind access other than the provisions of this chapter. The 

applicant may provide evidence of covenants, easements or similar documentation from 

abutting property owners providing access to wind for the operation of a wind energy 

conversion system.  

4. Registration of Wind Energy Conversion Systems 

a. Fees 

The City Council shall set, by resolution, whatever fees it deems appropriate to cover the cost of 

administering the registration of wind energy conversion systems as described in this chapter.  

b. Small Wind Energy Conversion System 

The following information shall be requested on the registration form and shall be supplied by the 

wind energy conversion system owner and/or operator:  

(i) Name and address of the wind energy conversion system owner 

(ii) Name and address of the wind energy conversion system operator 

(iii) Name, address, phone number, and title of primary contact person 

(iv) Address of the wind energy conversion system 

(v) Principal use of the wind energy conversion system 

(vi) Wind energy conversion system height 

(vii) Site plan 

(viii) A wind energy conversion system shall provide proof of an automatic braking, governing 

or feathering system to prevent uncontrolled rotation, over speeding and excessive 

pressure on the wind energy conversion system structure, rotor blades and turbine 

components.  

(ix) A person seeking a building permit to erect a wind energy conversion system shall provide 

evidence, in the form of a certificate of insurance satisfactory to the City showing general 

liability insurance coverage for the installation and operation of the system under a 

standard homeowner's or standard business owner's insurance policy, separate and 

distinct from any insurance requirements of a public utility.  

(x) No wind energy conversion system shall be installed until evidence has been given that 

the utility company has authorized interconnection of the wind energy conversion system 

to its electric distribution or transmission, under an agreement approved by and subject 
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to regulation adopted by the Iowa Utilities Board. Properties not connected to the public 

utility system shall be exempt from this requirement.  

c. Large Wind Energy Conversion System 

In addition to the registration information required for small wind energy conversion systems, 

the registration of large wind energy conversion systems requires the following information: 

(i) The latitude and longitude or GPS location of the wind energy conversion system; 

(ii) A USGS topographical map, or map with similar data, of the project site; 

(iii) Including boundaries of the project area, surrounding property, and any other wind 

energy conversion system within ¼ mile;  

(iv) Location of wetlands, scenic, and natural areas within one mile of the proposed wind 

energy conversion system;  

(v) FAA determination of no hazard to air navigation; 

(vi) Location of all known communications towers within two miles of the proposed project; 

(vii) Evidence that the wind energy conversion system will not interfere with emergency or 

other microwave transmission; 

(viii) A noise study, prepared by a qualified professional, that demonstrates that except for 

intermittent episodes, the wind energy conversion system shall not emit noise in excess 

of the limits established in Chapter 56 of the Municipal Code;  

(ix) A shadow flicker study, including the following: 

(A) Map with a 1,000-foot radius of the proposed wind energy conversion system 

showing the topography, existing residential structures, and land zoned for 

residential use.  

(B) Calculate the locations of shadow flicker caused by the proposed project and the 

expected durations of the flicker at these locations, and calculate the total number 

of hours per year of flicker at all locations.  

(C) Identify areas where shadow flicker will interfere with existing or future residences 

and describe proposed mitigation measures, including, but not limited to, a change 

in citing of the wind energy conversion system, a change in the operation of the 

wind energy conversion system, or grading or landscaping mitigation measures.  

(x) The applicant shall provide proof of licensed professional stamped approval of the wind 

energy conversion system design, soil mechanics study, and foundation; and  

(xi) Decommissioning plan. 

5. Installation 

a. Prior to the construction of a wind energy conversion system in the City, building permits shall 

be obtained from the Development Services Department by the owner, operator, or the 

contractor who is installing the wind energy conversion system. All wind energy conversion 

systems built after the passage of this chapter shall be registered at the time the building 

permit is obtained.  
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b. Wind energy conversion systems shall be subject to all applicable city codes. 

c. The wind energy conversion system shall meet local utility interconnect requirements, state 

and local codes, IEEE 1547 (national standard for distributed generation) and UL 1741 (non 

islanding inverters) where they apply.  

6. Removal of Abandoned Wind Energy Conversion Systems 

a. At such time that an owner or operator plans to abandon or discontinue operation of a wind 

energy conversion system and/or associated facilities, such carrier will notify the Code 

Enforcement Department by certified U.S. mail of the proposed date of abandonment or 

discontinuation of operations. Such notice shall be given no less than 30 days prior to 

abandonment or discontinuation of operations. In the event that a licensed carrier fails to 

give notice, the wind energy conversion system and associated facilities shall be considered 

abandoned upon discontinuation of operations.  

b. Upon abandonment or discontinuation of use, the carrier shall physically remove the wind 

energy conversion system and associated facilities within 90 days from the date of 

abandonment or discontinuation of use. "Physically remove" shall include, but not limited to:  

(i) Removal of mount, equipment shelters and security barriers from subject property in 

accordance with local permitting and regulations.  

(ii) Proper disposal of waste materials from the site in accordance with local and state solid 

waste disposal regulations.  

(iii) Restoring the location of the wind energy conversion system and associated facilities to 

its natural condition, except that any landscaping and grading shall remain in the after-

condition.  

c. The Board of Adjustment may grant a variance to allow the wind energy conversion system 

and associated facilities to remain in place based upon evidence submitted for review in 

each specific case.  

d. If a wind energy conversion system owner fails to remove a wind energy conversion system 

and associated facilities in accordance with this section, the City shall have the authority to 

enter the subject property and physically remove the facility. The City Council may levy an 

assessment on the subject property to cover costs for removal of the wind energy conversion 

system and associated facilities in the event the City must remove the facility.  

7. Additional Review Criteria 

In addition to the review criteria for conditional uses as set forth in Section 32.05.09, the City 

Planning Commission will also take the following into consideration in taking action on an 

application for a wind energy conversion system.  

a. The wind energy conversion system shall not negatively affect or dominate the aesthetics of 

a registered historic district or property, or a designated State of Iowa scenic by-way.  

b. The color of the wind energy conversion system shall not be obtrusive to the neighborhood. 
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32.03.04. TEMPORARY USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS15 

A. Purpose 

This section allows for the establishment of certain temporary uses and structures of limited duration, 

provided that such uses comply with the standards in this subsection, and are discontinued upon the 

expiration of a set time period. Temporary uses shall not involve the construction or alteration of any 

permanent building or structure. 

B. Permit 

Temporary uses require the issuance of a temporary use permit pursuant to Section 32.05.08.  

Temporary use permits shall be issued to those applications that meet all applicable requirements of 

this Code, including without limitation the use-specific standards of this section  

C. Temporary Use Table 

1. Temporary Uses Permitted 

Temporary uses may be approved in the following districts as identified in Table 32.03-3 and the 

following temporary use standards. 

2. Interpretation of Unidentified Temporary Uses 

The Development Services Manager shall evaluate applications for temporary uses that are not 

identified in this section on a case-by-case basis.  If the request meets the criteria identified below, 

the Development Services Manager is authorized to determine the most similar, and thus most 

appropriate temporary use category and apply the regulations for the similar temporary use to the 

application. 

a. The definition of "temporary use" in this chapter, and the general temporary use standards 

and limitations established in this section; 

b. The purpose and intent of the district in which the temporary use is located; 

c. Potential adverse impacts the temporary use or structure may have on other lots, compared 

with other temporary uses permitted in the district; and 

d. The compatibility of the temporary use with other principal, accessory, and temporary uses 

permitted in the district. 

                                                           
15 Drafting Note: this new section is subject to additional revision based on comments about demand for 
temporary uses. 
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Table 32.03-3: Temporary Uses 

  Zone Districts Use Regulations 

Temporary 
Use 

A-
AG 
A-
RR 
S-

RLL 
S-
RL
1 
S-
RL
2 
S-
RL
F, 

S-
R

M1 
S-
R

M2 
T-
R1 

T-
RF 
T-
RH 
T-

ML 
U-
NR 
U-
VR 

T-
ML
C 
S-

MC 
U-
NG 
U-
VG 

S-
M
R 

U-
DC 
U-
DG 

T-
IM 
I-LI 
U-
VT 

I-
GI 

P-
PO 
P-
IN 
P-
AP 
S-
M
H 

Occurrence 
per Parcel 
per Year 

Days per 
Occurrent 

Use 
Standard

s 

        
   

Commercial 
Storage 
Container 

P P P P P P P P P 
2 per 

address 

14 
cumulative 
unless valid 

building 
permit 

32.03.04
.E.1 

 Construction 
Office  

P P P P P P P P P Up to 3 year permit 
32.03.04

.E.2 

Declared State 
of Emergency 

         
Determined by circumstance 

of emergency 
32.03.04

.E.3 

Farm Stand P         TBD  

 Farmers’ 
Market 

   P P P P   60 cumulative 
32.03.04

.E.4 

Garage/Yard/ 
Estate Sale 

P P P P P P    

6, not more 
than once 
every 60 

days 

3 consecutive 
32.03.04

.E.5 

Outdoor Sale/ 
Promotional 
Event 

   P P P P P  7 5 consecutive 
32.03.04

.E.6 

Portable 
Storage Unit 

P P P P P     6 2 consecutive 
32.03.04

.E.7 

Public Event on 
Private 
Property 

P P P P P P P P P 5 3 consecutive 
32.03.04

.E.8 

Searchlights    P P P P P  10 1  
32.03.04

.E.9 

Seasonal Sales   P P P P P P  3 
30 

cumulative 
 

Sidewalk 
Displays 

  P P P P P P  7 5 cumulative  

Temporary 
Office Facility 

   P P P P P P Up to 3 year permit  

Temporary 
Vehicle Wash 

    P P P P  6 1   
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D. General Standards for All Temporary Uses and Structures 

All temporary uses shall be subject to the issuance of a temporary use permit, and shall meet the 

following general requirements, unless otherwise specified in this Code. 

1. Impact on Subject Property and Surrounding Properties and Uses 

a. Permanent alterations to the site are prohibited. 

b. If the property is undeveloped, it shall contain sufficient land area to allow the temporary use 

to occur, as well as any parking and traffic circulation as required that may be associated 

with the temporary use, without disturbing sensitive or protected resources including 

required buffers, 100-year floodplains, river protection setbacks, and required landscaping.  

At the conclusion of the temporary use, or at expiration of the permit, whichever occurs first, 

all disturbed areas of the site shall be restored or improved to the condition that existed prior 

to the use. 

c. If the property is developed, the temporary use shall be located so as to have minimal impact 

on the regular functioning of the principal use unless the proposed temporary use is a short-

term enhancement of the principal use, such as sidewalk sales.  

d. Off-street parking shall be adequate to accommodate the proposed temporary use.  

e. Trash containers shall be provided on site for debris, and all waste from the permitted use 

shall be properly disposed of. 

2. Compliance with Applicable Regulations 

a. The temporary use shall comply with all applicable general and specific regulations of this 

section and this Code, unless otherwise expressly stated. 

b. Temporary uses are only permitted on private property with the written permission of the 

property owner.   

c. All temporary signs associated with the temporary use shall be properly permitted and 

removed when the activity ends or the permit expires, whichever occurs first. 

d. The temporary use shall not violate any applicable conditions of approval that apply to a 

principal use on the site. 

e. The applicant or operator must obtain any other required permits, such as health or building 

permits prior to the commencement of the temporary use. 

f. Tents and other temporary structures shall be located so as not to interfere with the normal 

operations of any permanent use located on the property, shall be anchored, and meet all 

requirements of the Code. 

E. Temporary Use Standards 

1. Commercial Storage Container 

Temporary commercial storage containers shall be limited as follows:  

a. No temporary commercial storage container shall be more than eight feet in height, nor more 

than 40 feet in length.  
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b. Temporary commercial storage containers shall not be stacked vertically. 

c. Temporary commercial storage containers shall be located so as to minimize visibility from 

both public streets and residential land uses, and shall not be located (a) between the front 

facade of the primary structure and any street right-of-way, or (b) in any required side or rear 

setback area.  

d. A temporary commercial storage container that remains on site in any zone district except 

the I-GI zone district shall be screened from view by a fence or opaque wall as described in 

Section 32.04.06.  

e. A temporary commercial storage container shall not remain on any site for more than six 

months in any one calendar year period unless a conditional use permit for a longer period 

has been obtained.  

2. Construction Office or Buildings 

a. Temporary construction buildings may be permitted on the same lot or an adjacent lot in any 

district during the period that the construction work is in progress, but such facilities shall be 

removed upon completion of the construction work.  

b. The City Council may by resolution permit the temporary establishment in any district of a 

Portland concrete or asphaltic concrete mixing plant in conjunction with the construction of 

a highway or other large-scale project. Such permission shall contain a termination time and 

any other conditions deemed necessary and proper to protect surrounding properties.  

c. Any temporary buildings and structures permitted by this section need not comply with 

district yard requirements but shall be set back from all lot lines and otherwise be located on 

the property as may be required by the City to reduce any potential safety hazards to vehicles 

and pedestrian traffic on adjacent public ways, and to also reduce any adverse effects on 

adjacent properties.  

3. Declared "States of Emergency" 

a. Temporary use permits may be issued by Development Services upon review and 

recommendation of appropriate City departments to volunteer organizations/groups and 

businesses and residential property owners directly affected by a disaster when a "State of 

Emergency" is declared by the federal, state, or local government.  

b. Approval of the temporary use will be subject to rules, regulations, conditions, and permit 

fees established by the City Council to protect the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, 

and general welfare of the people. 

4. Farmers’ Market 

Open lot sales of farm produce and related products may be allowed by right as a temporary use in all 

residential zoning districts when all of the following standards are met: 

a. Sales are limited to a cumulative total of no more than 60 days per calendar year. 

b. In the case of a farmer’s market, all vendors must be original producers of items for sale. 

Eligible products for temporary farmer’s markets or produce stands are fruits, vegetables, 

herbs, flowers, eggs, meats, seafood, cheese, baked goods, jellies and jams, honey, and 

handmade crafts, consistent with all federal, state and local laws relating to the production 
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and selling of such goods. A minimum of 75% of the products displayed and offered for sale 

must be directly linked to farm products. 

c. The site shall front on a collector or arterial roadway. 

d. Ingress, egress, circulation, and parking plans shall describe measures proposed to assure 

safety and minimize traffic impacts on surrounding areas. 

e. Adequate solid waste disposal methods must be provided for vendors and customers 

f. Only temporary signage shall be allowed for these temporary uses. A maximum of two 

temporary signs shall be allowed on site to advertise for the market as a whole.  

(i) Individual signs shall not exceed 35 square feet in sign area. All permitted signs shall 

have a maximum height of 6 feet and shall be setback a minimum of 10 feet from any 

property line.  

(ii) Illumination of signage is prohibited. 

(iii) All parking must occur in designated areas.  

g. Tents or other shelters must meet fire safety codes and shall be disassembled after market 

hours of operation. Tents shall be located so that they will not interfere with the normal 

operations of any permanent use on the property. 

h. The proposed location may not be part of designated recreation, open space or common area 

in an approved residential subdivision. 

i. If structures are proposed or required, the plan shall be reviewed for compliance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act and other building codes. 

j. Live animals or birds shall not be sold or displayed. 

k. Any proposal for a permanent farmer’s market or produce stand, and any temporary farmer’s 

market or produce stand proposing to exceed the standards or limitations outlined in this 

section may be allowed upon issuance of a special use permit. 

5. Garage, Yard, or Estate Sale 

No person shall advertise, conduct, hold, carry on or permit any outdoor display or outdoor sale of 

used merchandise or other items of used personal property unless such display or sale is as 

follows:  

a. Antiques, used merchandise or other personal property which is part of the business's normal 

stock of inventory; or 

b. On the grounds of a dwelling used for residential purposes, permitted pursuant to subsection 

(b) of this section. 

6. Outdoor Sale/Promotional Event 

The temporary outdoor displaying of wares, including for temporary parking lot sales, shall only be 

permitted in the xxx districts within the front or side parking area by temporary use permit provided 

the following conditions are met:  

a. Shall be located within the confines of the retailer’s owned or leased property; 
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b. A sub-lessee may not occupy a parking lot for the purpose of conducting independent sales 

activity;  

c. Shall be located at least 25 feet from all property lines; 

d. Shall not block any sight triangle or the view of on-coming traffic; 

e. No merchandise shall block any public pedestrian way, and a minimum clearance width of 

three feet from any public sidewalk shall be provided;  

f. No merchandise may be placed on landscaping, or within three feet of either side of a working 

doorway, or within 10 feet directly in front of a working doorway; 

g. Minimum off-street parking requirements shall be maintained; 

h. Merchandise shall not be hung resulting in a clearance less than eight feet above a 

pedestrian way. Additionally, any display with moving parts shall not come into contact with 

pedestrians if there is any potential to cause harm, including movement driven by the 

movement of air or by mechanical or electrical means. 

i. This section shall not apply to the sale of motor vehicles, trailers or boats; and  

j. Hours of operation shall coincide with the hours of operation for the principal use. 

k. All merchandise shall be secured during non-operational hours. 

7. Portable Storage Unit 

a. A portable storage unit may be permitted on a residential premises subject to the following: 

(i) A portable storage unit is intended to be used only for temporary storage.  It is not 

intended to be used for long-term, on-site storage, and any such use in any zoning district 

is expressly prohibited. 

(ii) The outside dimensions shall not exceed 16 feet in length, eight feet in width and nine 

feet in height. 

(iii) Portable storage units are prohibited within any street right-of-way. 

b. A portable storage unit may be placed on a non-residential zoned premises provided the unit 

is located in a manner which does not hinder pedestrian or vehicular access to the premises, 

and does not obstruct intersection sight distance. 

8. Public Event on Private Property 

a. These categories of temporary use may not be applied when any other temporary use 

standards are applicable.  Event uses that include the use of public property are regulated 

as special events. 

b. A temporary use permit is required when the public event on private property is anticipated 

to displace more than 10% of the required parking for an existing residential use, or 25% of 

the required parking for an existing non-residential use on the site.  

9. Searchlight 

A searchlight display is limited to two searchlights. 
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32.03.05. ACCESSORY USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS 

A. Intent 

This section supplements the regulations contained in this Code as they apply to accessory uses and 

structures, except for on-premise signs that are governed by the provisions of Section 32.05.18, Signs. 

B. Generally Applicable Standards  

1. Time of Construction or Establishment 

No accessory structure or use shall be constructed or established more than 120 days prior to the 

time of completion of the construction or establishment of the principal structure or use to which 

it is accessory.  

2. Interpretation of Unidentified Accessory Uses and Structures 

The Development Services Manager shall evaluate applications for accessory uses that are not 

identified in this section on a case-by-case basis.   If the request meets the criteria identified below, 

the Development Services Manager is authorized to determine the most similar, and thus most 

appropriate accessory use category and apply the regulations for the similar accessory use to the 

application. 

a. The definition of "accessory use" in this chapter, and the general accessory use standards 

and limitations established in this section; 

b. The purpose and intent of the district in which the accessory use is located; 

c. Potential adverse impacts the accessory use or structure may have on other lots, compared 

with other accessory uses permitted in the district; and 

d. The compatibility of the accessory use with other principal and accessory uses permitted in 

the district. 

3. Compliance with this Code 

a. All accessory uses and structures shall be subject to the dimensional requirements of the 

zone district in which they are located except as specifically provided in this section. In the 

case of any conflict between the accessory use/structure standards of this section and any 

other requirement of this Code, the more restrictive standards shall control. 

b. Accessory uses shall comply with all standards of this Code applicable to the principal use 

with which they are associated. Parking requirements shall be met for both the principal use 

and any accessory use. 

4. Location 

a. The accessory use or structure shall be conducted or located on the same lot(s) as the 

principal use. 

b. No accessory building shall be erected in any required setback nor within five feet of any 

other building except as specified in this section. 
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5. Use as a Dwelling Restricted  

No accessory structure except an approved accessory dwelling unit shall be used as watchman's 

quarters as defined in Sec. 32.09, Definitions, or for living, sleeping, or housekeeping purposes. 

Additionally, no such occupancy shall be permitted prior to issuance of an occupancy permit for 

the principal structure. 

6. Accessory Use Table 

Accessory uses may be permitted in the following districts and subject to applicable standards. 

a. Permitted by Right Accessory Use 

/P/ in a cell indicates the accessory use is permitted by right in the district.  Permitted 

accessory uses are subject to all other applicable standards of these regulations and the 

requirements of Article xx, Development Standards.   

b. Permitted Accessory Uses Subject to Accessory Use Permit 

/A/ in a cell indicates the accessory use is allowed only if it complies with applicable standards 

of this UDO, including use-specific standards in Section 3.5 and the requirements of Article xx, 

Development Standards.  Compliance with applicable use-specific standards shall be 

determined through Section xx.xx, Site Plan Review. 

Table 32.xx: Accessory Uses 

  Zone Districts 

Accessory Use 

A-
AG 
A-
RR 
S-
RLL 
S-
RL1 
S-
RL2 
S-
RLF, 

S-
RM
1 
S-
RM
2 
T-
R1 

T-
RF 
T-
RH 
T-
ML 
U-
NR 
U-
VR 

T-
ML
C 
S-
MC 
U-
NG 
U-
VG 

S-
MR 

U-
DC 
U-
DG 

T-
IM 
I-LI 
U-
VT 

I-
GI 

P-PO 
P-IN 
P-AP 

S-MH Use Standards 

            

Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)  P P P P P P   32.03.06.A 

ATM, Stand-alone ATM    P P P P    

Beekeeping P P P P P P P P  32.03.06.B 

Day Care P P P P P P P   32.03.06.C 

Car Wash      P P P   

Commercial Service Use   P P      32.03.06.D 

Drive-Through or Drive-In    P P     32.03.06.E 

Electric Vehicle Charging 
Station 

  P P P P P P P  

Garage/Shed P P P P P P P    

Home Occupation P P P P P P P   32.03.06.F 

Hoop House P          

Office for Family Home P P P P P P    32.03.06.G 
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Table 32.xx: Accessory Uses 

  Zone Districts 

Accessory Use 

A-
AG 
A-
RR 
S-
RLL 
S-
RL1 
S-
RL2 
S-
RLF, 

S-
RM
1 
S-
RM
2 
T-
R1 

T-
RF 
T-
RH 
T-
ML 
U-
NR 
U-
VR 

T-
ML
C 
S-
MC 
U-
NG 
U-
VG 

S-
MR 

U-
DC 
U-
DG 

T-
IM 
I-LI 
U-
VT 

I-
GI 

P-PO 
P-IN 
P-AP 

S-MH Use Standards 

            

Outdoor Display or Sales   P P P P    32.03.06.H 

Outdoor Alcohol Service Area     P P    32.03.06.I 

Outdoor Storage    P P P P P  32.03.03.M 

Residential Accessory Use, 
General  

P P P P P P P   
Must meet 

dimensional 
standards 

Vehicle Service, Repair, or 
Maintenance 

      P P  32.03.06.J 

Urban Chickens P P P P P     32.03.06.K 

 

32.03.06. STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO SPECIFIC ACCESSORY USES 

A. Accessory Dwelling Unit 

1. The accessory dwelling unit shall not be sold separately  

2. Accessory dwelling units may be incorporated within or added onto an existing house, garage, or 

other accessory structure, or may be built as a separate, detached structure on a lot where a 

single-family dwelling exists.  

3. Mobile homes, manufactured housing, industrialized housing, recreational vehicles, travel 

trailers, and any other wheeled or transportable structure shall not be used as accessory dwelling 

units. 

4. Unless specifically addressed in this section, accessory dwelling units are subject to the 

regulations for a principal building of the underlying zone district with regard to lot and bulk 

standards (e.g., height, setback/yard requirements, building coverage). 

5. The maximum size of an accessory dwelling unit may be no more than 50 percent of the square 

foot of the principal dwelling unit or 650 square feet, whichever is less.  

6. The minimum size of an accessory dwelling unit is 220 square feet of living space, not including 

bathrooms and closets. 

7. An existing accessory structure whose height or setback(s) does not meet the requirements for a 

dwelling in the zone district may be converted into an accessory dwelling unit but the structure 

may not be altered in any manner that would increase the degree of non-compliance. 
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8. Accessory dwelling units shall not be considered a unit of density and therefore are not included 

in the density calculation for a residential property. 

9. One accessory dwelling unit is permitted per lot.  The ADU shall be located on the same lot as the 

principal unit. 

10. Home occupations are permitted in an accessory dwelling unit. 

B. Beekeeping 

1. No more than 1 hive per 5,000 square feet may be located on a lot. A maximum of two extra hives 

may be provided on a temporary basis of no more than 20 days for the purposes of rescuing a 

swarm or to accommodate the division of a bee colony into multiple colonies. 

2. Ground-level beehives shall be elevated at least five inches off the ground and screened to 

exclude pests. 

3. No hive shall exceed 20 cubic feet in volume. 

4. No hive shall be located closer than three feet from any property line. 

5. Hives are not permitted in a required front yard. 

6. No hive shall be located closer than ten feet from a public sidewalk or 25 feet from a principal 

building on an abutting lot. 

7. A constant supply of water shall be provided for all hives. 

8. A flyway barrier at least six feet in height and located at within three feet of the entrance shall 

shield any part of a property line that is within 25 feet of a hive. The flyway barrier shall consist of 

a wall, fence, dense vegetation or a combination thereof and it shall be positioned to transect 

both legs of a triangle extending from an apex at the hive to each end point of the part of the 

property line to be shielded. 

9. The owner, operator, or tenant obtains a permit pursuant to Section 32.xx.16 

C. Day Care Facility 

Child day care and adult day care facilities, including nursery and preschool, shall be permitted as an 

accessory use in religious facilities and public or private institutional buildings, subject to compliance 

with applicable state, county, and city regulations. 

D. Commercial Service Use 

1. General  

An accessory commercial service use may be established as an accessory use within a principal 

building if the principal use meets the following criteria:  

a. The principal use is a multi-family dwelling containing at least 50 dwelling units or 

apartments; or  

b. The principal use is a dormitory containing at least 50 rooms; or 

c. The principal use is a hospital containing at least 50 patient rooms; or 

                                                           
16 Drafting note: Consider need for beekeeping permit in administrative procedures. 
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d. The principal use is offices containing at least 12,000 square feet of floor area. 

2. Limited to Convenience of Occupants17  

No off-premise advertising of any kind shall be allowed in connection with such an accessory use, 

except that the facility may be listed by name in the telephone directory, if served by a separate 

telephone(s).  

3. Signs Limited  

No exterior signs shall be placed on the premises indicating to the general public that a portion of 

the premises is being used for an accessory use. Interior directional signs may be permitted to 

designate the location of that portion of the premises at which such an accessory use is located.  

E. Drive-In or Drive-Through Facility 

1. Must be accessory to a permitted use or an approved conditional use where the conditional use 

approval specifically permits drive-in or drive-through facilities.  

2. Any such facility shall be so located and/or soundproofed to prevent any associated noises 

exceeding 50 decibels from being transmitted across property lines of any adjacent properties 

zoned or being used for residential purposes. 

3. All drive-in and drive-through facilities shall comply with the design standards in Section 32.04.02, 

Parking and Loading. 

F. Home Occupation 

1. Intent  

The regulations of this section dealing with home occupations are designed to protect and 

maintain the residential character of a neighborhood while permitting certain limited commercial 

activities that have traditionally been carried out in a home. The intent of the section is to allow 

such very limited uses only in situations where the use will not be discernable, except for allowed 

signage, from neighboring properties and from adjoining streets. This section is specifically 

intended to discourage the conversion of residential structures to commercial uses in residentially 

zoned areas.  

2. License Required  

No home occupation shall be established unless a license has first been obtained pursuant to Sec. 

32.02.030.H.  

3. Limitations  

a. No person who is not a member of the immediate family and residing on the premises shall 

be employed in the activity on the premises.  

b. The activity shall not involve any outside storage nor in any way create, outside the building, 

any external evidence of the operation.  

c. No alteration of a building shall be made that changes the character and appearance thereof 

as a residential building.  

                                                           
17 Drafting note: These requirements will be updated to match revised sign standards. 
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d. No more than 20% of floor area of the principal building, and no more than 500 square feet 

of floor area of an accessory building, shall be devoted to the activity. All home occupation 

activities shall be carried out wholly within the principal structure or in an accessory building.  

e. Not more than one customer's motor vehicle and additionally one motor vehicle associated 

with the home occupation shall be permitted in conjunction with the activity.  

f. No mechanical, electrical, or other equipment shall be used except of a type normally used 

on a residential premises.  

g. No sign other than one unlighted sign not over two square feet in area and stating only the 

resident's name and occupation shall be allowed.  

h. No activity shall be permitted that is noxious, offensive or hazardous by reason of pedestrian 

or vehicular traffic, or by creation of noise, odor, refuse, heat, vibration, smoke, radiation or 

any other objectionable emissions, or by interference with televisions or radio reception.  

i. No product sales of any kind shall occur on the premises. 

j. No more than one customer at any one time. 

k. Improvements necessary to bring a residence into compliance with commercial building code 

requirements shall not be allowed. The practical consequence of this restriction is that 

businesses requiring commercial building code improvements are considered not allowed as 

home occupations.  

4. Occupations Prohibited  

The following occupations are prohibited from being operated as home occupations.  

a. Adult Entertainment establishments 

b. Automobile-oriented businesses 

c. Barber, beauty, tanning and/or nail shops 

d. Renting of rooms by a resident owner to more than two roomers 

e. Taxicab and/or limousine businesses 

f. Any occupation that creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, or electrical interference 

detectable to the normal senses outside the dwelling unit.  

G. Offices Related Directly to Family Homes 

This use is permitted when accessory to a permitted family home, located on a family home site, and 

used for administration of the family home facilities at the same site or different family home sites 

managed by the same or related entities.  

H. Outdoor Display or Sales 

a. Display and sales area are not allowed in required parking spaces. 

b. Display areas shall not exceed 10% of the total gross square footage of the principal 

permitted building.  



32.03 Use-Specific Standards  DRAFT: Subject to Additional Editing 

45 | Cedar Rapids Zoning Code Update  July 2018 
 

c. In addition to the 10% outdoor display and sales area, store front sidewalks excluding any 

public sidewalks, shall be allowed for outdoor display and sales provided these outdoor 

display and sales areas comply with all provisions of applicable zoning ordinances, building 

codes, and other city codes and regulations.  

d. All outdoor display and sales areas shall be maintained in a neat, clean, orderly fashion to 

assure that no adverse impacts will be caused to adjoining properties due to lack of poor 

maintenance. 

e. Display areas shall be located outside of drive aisles, fire lanes, parking areas, required 

landscape areas, or pedestrian ways. 

f. Display areas shall not exceed eight feet in height. 

g. Display areas shall not be located within landscaped areas. 

I. Outdoor Alcohol Service Area 

An area not including primary circulation space or any public right of way, or public street, located 

outside of a building or in a courtyard which is provided for the use of serving alcoholic beverages. 

J. Vehicle Service, Repair, or Maintenance18 

1. Residential Districts  

a. Vehicle repair, service, or maintenance, when done for compensation, shall be limited to only:  

(i) Emergency services as defined in Section 32.09, Definitions; and  

(ii) Oil change, filter replacement, chassis lubrication, adding or removal of fluids, vacuuming 

interiors, washing windows, windshield wiper blade replacement, washing of vehicles, 

engine tune-ups limited only to spark plugs and wires, points, distributor cap, and 

carburetor adjustment.  

b. All persons providing the services described in subsection J.1.a above shall be required to 

first register with the City, and at the time of registration also file a copy of any waste oil 

disposal permit required by the Department of Natural Resources; have a permanent place 

of business in a commercial and industrial or other district authorizing such use; restrict the 

service and repair activities on all residential lots to a maximum of four consecutive hours to 

be conducted only between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. Compliance with this 

subsection shall not relieve the person providing the services of compliance with all other 

provisions of applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations.  

c. A property owner/occupant shall be permitted to perform vehicle repair, service or 

maintenance only upon vehicles owned by him/her, and also only when such vehicle repair, 

service or maintenance is done on a property owned or occupied by such vehicle owner, and 

also subject to the following conditions:  

d. When outside an enclosed structure, activities shall be limited to washing, lubrication, 

replacement of tires, filters, fluids, plugs, points, lights, battery, windshield wipers, fuses, spot 

                                                           
18 Drafting note: This section will be revised to place appropriate restrictions on vehicle repair as a use in 
residential districts. 
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body repair and spot painting. Once such activities are commenced, the same shall be 

completed within 48 hours, and shall be limited to only one vehicle during such period of 

time. Parts, machinery, equipment, fluid, or debris associated with the repair shall be kept 

within an enclosed structure.  

e. When done within an enclosed structure the following additional activities are permitted: 

engine rebuilding; repair or replacement of drive train, body and frame components; 

upholstering; painting, undercoating; repair or replacement of mufflers, tail and exhaust 

pipes; and similar heavier service and repairs not authorized in subsection iii (A), above.  

f. Repair, service, and maintenance on a vehicle with a maximum gross weight of 10,000 

pounds or more is prohibited.  

2. Mixed Use or Urban General Flex Districts  

No vehicular repair, service, or maintenance shall be permitted in unenclosed accessory parking 

facilities or any other unenclosed area in any mixed use or commercial zoning district, except 

emergency service and repairs defined in Section 32.09, Definitions, and except washing of 

vehicles. No motor fuel or oil shall be sold in conjunction with any accessory parking facilities 

provided in an O/S District. A property owner/occupant of a lot within a mixed use or urban general 

flex zoning district, whose principal use is residential, will be permitted to perform repair, service, 

and maintenance authorized under Section J.1, above, notwithstanding other provisions 

prohibiting the same.  

3. Industrial or Urban Tech Shop Districts  

Unless otherwise permitted, no vehicular repair, service, or maintenance shall be permitted in or 

in conjunction with any unenclosed accessory parking facilities or any other unenclosed area in an 

industrial or urban tech shop district, except emergency service and repairs defined in Section 

32.09, Definitions, and except washing of vehicles. A property owner/occupant of a lot within an 

industrial or urban tech shop zoning district, whose principal use is residential, will be permitted 

to perform repair, service, and maintenance authorized under Section J.1, above, provided that 

the service is provided in compliance with all other portions of Section J.1, above, notwithstanding 

other provisions prohibiting such activities 

K. Urban Chickens 

[insert urban chicken standards] 
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